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4.   The doctrine of meteorology  shows how the air
changes by the influence of the constellations.    This
happens by virtue of their motions and the falling of
their rays upon these elements.  . . . Proper to the air
are colours,  and alterations, such  as light and dark-
ness, heat and cold.    The changes of wind,  clouds,
mist, rain, snow, hail, lightning, thunder-peals, falling
stars, comets, rainbows, moon   halos3   and the  like,
arise over our heads as alterations and forms of air.

5.  Mineralogy describes the substances  which are
condensed from the vapours pent up in the interior of
the earth, and are formed from the moistures which
are found in the air, in hollows and valleys, and in
the  sea-bottom.    This is  true of  substances such as
quicksilver,   sulphur,   alum,    and   salts,   ammonium,
gold, silver, copper, iron, lead and blacklead, stibium,
beryl,   hyacinth.     Their   qualities,   uses, and   disad-
vantages are mentioned.

6.  Botany deals with everything that is sown  or
planted, or that springs up  of itself on the  surface
of the earth, on the summits  of mountains, in  the
depths   of the  sea,   and  on the  banks  of  streams.
These are trees, seeds, vegetables, herbs, grasses, and
runners.    The number of their species and genera are
given,  their habitats are stated, and how they drive
their roots into the ground and lift up their branches
in the air,  how they spread over all the  earth and
reach out their boughs on all sides.   Then is described
the form of their boughs, which are long, short, thick,
thin, straight or crooked; the shape of their leaves,
which are broad or narrow, smooth or rough; their